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1 . WE AGREE THAT THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE RED GUARD 
ORGANIZATIONS BEING REBUILT, AT LEAST INTO ANYTHING 
APPROACHING ERSTWHILE "STORM THE PARTY HEADQUARTERS" 
POLITICAL ACTIVISM. SOME FORM OF RED GUARD STRUCTURE 
DOES EXIST, AS MANIEESTED BY OCCASIONAL INDIVIDUALS 
OR GROUPS OF YOUTHS WEARING ARMBANDS ON STREETS OE 
PEKING AND IN OTHER CITIES VISITED BY USLO OEFICERS. 

HOWEVER, ACTIVITIES OE THESE YOUNG PEOPLE APPEAR LIMITED TO 
PEREORMING PHYSICAL LABOR SUCH AS PLANTING TREES, OR ESCORTING 
GROUPS OP YOUNGER SCHOOLCHILDREN AND STANDING GUARD AT 
SCHOOL CROSSINGS. ON ONE OCCASION USLO OPPICER WATCHED 
ARMBAND- WEARING GIRLS PRACTICE CHINESE POLKDANCING, 

PERHAPS INDICATING THAT AMONG RED GUARD FUNCTIONS IS 
WELCOMING DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AT AIRPORT. NUMBER OP 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PEKING 00863 211049Z 

GIRLS WEARING ARMBANDS SEEMS TO EXCEED THAT OP BOYS. 
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2. WE READ ARTICLES DISCUSSED REFTEL AS PART OF GENERAL 
MEDIA EFFORT IN THE PRELUDE TO THE PARTY CONGRESS TO STRESS 
WHATEVER POSITIVE THINGS CAN BE BELIEVABLY PUBLISHED ABOUT 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION. THE TERM COMMEMORATION SEEMS PARTICULARLY 
APT IN THIS CONTEXT. THE ARTICLES ARE SAYING THE RED GUARDS DID 
SOME GREAT THINGS IN THEIR DAY, BUT WERE LED INTO SOME BIG 
MISTAKES BY SOME BAD PEOPLE (ABOUT WHICH MORE MAY BE HEARD 
SOON). THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE RED GUARDS WERE GOOD, 

LEARNED A LOT FROM THEIR EXPERIENCE, AND ARE CONTINUING TO 
LEARN AND DO WELL IN THEIR FARM AND FACTORY POSTS. THE THRUST 
OF THE ARTICLES IS ALL IN THE PAST TENSE, WITH LITTLE APPARENT 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE FUTURE OF WHAT HAS INFACT BECOME A 
VERY PALLID ORGANIZATION IN THE PRC. 
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